Somin Wadhwa

Applied Scientist II, Core Al @ Qualtrics
A Reston, VA | & me@sominw.com | @ sominw.com

Research Interests: I'm broadly interested in natural language processing and related topics including

training, inference, in-context learning, knowledge distillation, and evaluation. Most of my work has been
in NLP and structured information extraction via distillation.

HIGHEST EDUCATION

Northeastern University Boston, MA
Ph.D. in Computer Science, advised by Byron Wallace and Silvio Amir 2021 - 2025

o Thesis: From Large to Small: Distillation in the Age of Large Language Models.
« Committee: Byron C. Wallace, Silvio Amir, David Bau, Hoifung Poon (Microsoft Research).

WORK EXPERIENCE

Qualtrics Reston, VA
Applied Scientist 1I, Core Al 2025-Present
Manager: Mark Arehart

« Develop and productionize generative Al models for Qualtrics’ Experience Management (XM)
products.

« Partner with product and engineering to translate research into scalable, customer-facing Al
capabilities.
« Own experimentation workflows, offline metrics, and post-deployment monitoring.

Amazon Seattle, WA
Applied Scientist II Intern at AWS Fall 2023

Supervisor: Chris Kong

+ Developed methods for generalizable neural entity matching. Work published at Conference on
Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP) 2024.

+ Benchmarked scalable entity matching approaches and explored cost-effective alternatives to very
large LLMs for production EM tasks.

IBM Research Yorktown Heights, NY
Sr. Researcher Intern Summer 2023
Supervisor: Oktie Hassanzadeh

« Explored probabilistic event model construction using data elicited from LLMs; work published at

ISWC 2024.
+ Designed methods to generate high-quality event sequences to fill gaps in knowledge graphs (e.g.,
Wikidata).
Amazon East Palo Alto, CA
Research Intern at AWS Al Labs Summer 2020

Supervisor(s): Ashwin Raut

» Deployed lightweight vision models on proprietary edge devices to monitor live video feeds for
contact tracing.

« Evaluated models across accuracy and device-specific latency to inform on-device model selection
and rollout.
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SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Note re publication norms: In computer science, peer-reviewed publishing largely occurs in conference and workshop
proceedings, and rarely in journals. Choice of venue, even within an area, varies greatly with the specific flavor of research
(theory, applications etc) and/or geographic constraints (North America, Asia etc). Within the sub-field of natural language
processing high impact venues generally include, but are not limited to, the *ACL conferences (ACL, EMNLP etc).

Somin Wadhwa, Chantal Shaib, Silvio Amir, and Byron Wallace. Investigating Mysteries of
CoT-Augmented Distillation. In Findings of 63rd Annual Meeting of the Association for
Computational Linguistics (ACL), Vienna, Austria, 2025.

Somin Wadhwa, Silvio Amir, and Byron Wallace. Investigating Mysteries of CoT-Augmented
Distillation. In Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP), Miami,
Florida, 2024.

Somin Wadhwa, Adit Krishnan, Runhui Wang, Byron Wallace, and Chris Kong. Learning from
Natural Language Explanations for Generalizable Entity Matching. In Conference on Empirical
Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP), Miami, Florida, 2024.

Somin Wadhwa, Silvio Amir, and Byron Wallace. Revising Relation Extraction in the era of Large
Language Models. In 61st Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL),
Canada, 2023.

Somin Wadhwa, Vivek Khetan, Silvio Amir, and Byron Wallace. RedHOT: A Corpus of Annotated
Medical Questions, Experiences, and Claims on Social Media. In Conference of the Furopean Chapter
of the Association for Computational Linguistics (EACL), Croatia, 2023.

Somin Wadhwa, Jay DeYoung, Benjamin Nye, Silvio Amir, and Byron Wallace. Jointly Extracting
Interventions, Outcomes, and Findings from RCT Reports with LLMs. In Proceedings of the Machine
Learning for Healthcare Conference (MLHC), New York, NY, USA, 2023.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Reviewer for ACL Rolling Review, ACL 2024, NAACL 2024, EACL 2024, SemEval Workshop 2023
(co-located with ACL 2023)

CS Ph.D. Admissions Committee for Khoury College (2022)
Member of Association for Computational Anthology (2023-present), Khoury GSA (2023)
Teaching Assistant:

« Natural Language Processing (CS 6120 at Northeastern University) with Silvio Amir in Fall 2024.
« Probabilistic Graphical Models (CS 688 at UMass Amherst) with Justin Domke in Spring 2021.
« Intro Physics I (Phy. 131 at UMass Amherst) with Paul Bourgeois in Spring 2020.

GRADUATE COURSEWORK

Advanced Algorithms (CS611), Neural Networks (CS682), Probabilistic Graphical Models (CS688),
Systems for Machine Learning (CS692S), Natural Language Processing (CS585), Advanced Information
Assurance (CS660), Information Retrieval (CS646)

TECHNICAL SKILLS
Python, PyTorch, HuggingFace, NLTK, SpaCy, Bash, Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk).
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